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(1) prioritize support for strengthening the 

public schools of the United States; 
(2) empower superintendents, principals, 

and other school leaders to implement, man-
age, and lead school districts and schools in 
partnership with educators, parents, and 
other local education stakeholders; and 

(3) support services and programs that are 
critical to helping students engage in learn-
ing, including counseling, extracurricular 
activities, and mental health support; 

Whereas public schools should foster inclu-
sive, safe, and high-quality environments in 
which children can learn to think critically, 
problem solve, and build relationships; 

Whereas public schools should provide en-
vironments in which all students have the 
opportunity to succeed beginning in their 
earliest years, regardless of who a student is 
or where a student lives; 

Whereas Congress should support— 
(1) efforts to advance equal opportunity 

and excellence in public education; 
(2) efforts to implement evidence-based 

practices in public education; and 
(3) continuous improvements to public edu-

cation; 
Whereas every child should— 
(1) receive an education that helps the 

child reach the full potential of the child; 
and 

(2) attend a school that offers a high-qual-
ity educational experience; 

Whereas Federal funding, in addition to 
State and local funds, supports the access of 
students to inviting classrooms, well-pre-
pared educators, and services to support 
healthy students, including nutrition and 
afterschool programs; 

Whereas teachers, paraprofessionals, and 
principals should provide students with a 
well-rounded education and strive to create 
joy in learning; 

Whereas superintendents, principals, other 
school leaders, teachers, paraprofessionals, 
and parents make public schools vital com-
ponents of communities and are working 
hard to improve educational outcomes for 
children across the country; and 

Whereas the week of February 27 through 
March 3, 2023, is an appropriate period to des-
ignate as ‘‘Public Schools Week’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates the 
week of February 27 through March 3, 2023, 
as ‘‘Public Schools Week’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 113—RECOG-
NIZING THE NEED FOR GREATER 
ACCESS TO RURAL AND AGRI-
CULTURAL MEDIA PROGRAM-
MING 

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH (for herself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Ms. LUMMIS, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry: 

S. RES. 113 

Whereas individuals living in rural areas in 
the United States need access to media con-
tent that is relevant to their daily lives; 

Whereas rural and agricultural program-
ming includes agricultural weather, agri-
business news, commodity market news, and 
western sports, and this programming is im-
portant to the farmers and ranchers of the 
United States for their way of life and mak-
ing a living; 

Whereas rural and agricultural program-
ming covers matters that affect all individ-
uals in the United States; 

Whereas all individuals in the United 
States need to be exposed to, and informed 

about, what is occurring outside of the major 
cities and suburbs of the United States; 

Whereas all individuals in the United 
States feel the effects of inflation and supply 
chain shortages, and rural and agricultural 
programming is in a unique position to in-
form viewers of the roots of these issues; 

Whereas the population of the world is pro-
jected to grow from 7,000,000,000 to approxi-
mately 9,000,000,000 by 2050, and agricultural 
productivity will need to increase to meet 
the growing demand for food and the pro-
jected increase in consumption; 

Whereas a decrease in investment in agri-
cultural research and development would re-
sult in a negative shock to agricultural pro-
ductivity; 

Whereas an informed public is key to sup-
porting the proper level of investment in ag-
ricultural research and development; 

Whereas significant consolidation in the 
media market and prioritization of consoli-
dated media has had a negative impact on 
access to rural and agricultural program-
ming; and 

Whereas multichannel video programming 
distributors and providers of digital and 
streaming media should make delivery of 
rural and agricultural programming, includ-
ing agricultural news and western lifestyle 
content, a priority: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes the 
importance of rural and agricultural pro-
gramming and the need for greater access to 
rural and agricultural media programming. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Madam President, 
I have nine requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 15, 
2023, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
on nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, March 15, 2023, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct 
a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct 
a hearing on nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, March 15, 
2023, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a busi-
ness meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 15, 
2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023, at 3:30 p.m., to conduct 
a hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 15, 2023, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed briefing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
The Subcommittee on Personnel of 

the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 15, 
2023, at 3 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Isaac Holmes, 
an intern in my office, be granted floor 
privileges for the remainder of the Con-
gress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF THE LATE JAMES GEORGE 
ABOUREZK 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 110, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 110) honoring the life 
and legacy of the late James George 
Abourezk. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 110) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

MAINE MAPLE SUNDAY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 111, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 
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A resolution (S. Res. 111) recognizing the 

importance of maple syrup production to 
Maine and designating March 26, 2023, as 
‘‘Maine Maple Sunday’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 111) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 112, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 112) designating the 
week of February 27 through March 3, 2023, 
as ‘‘Public Schools Week’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 112) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 
16, 2023 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned under the provisions of 
S. Res. 110 until 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
March 16; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and morning business be 
closed; that following the conclusion of 
morning business, the Senate proceed 
to executive session to resume consid-
eration of the Clarke nomination, as 
provided under the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be-

fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order, fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator WICKER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Mississippi. 
f 

SENATE ARMED SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I 
rise this evening with a simple and 
sober message: The United States has 
entered a very dangerous period, a dan-
gerous national security moment the 
likes of which we have not seen since 
the height of the Cold War. Although 
alarming, the moment is clarifying. 
The job of the Department of Defense 
and Congress is and always has been to 
provide for the common defense, as 
provided in the Constitution. We must 
stay focused on American military 
might and so prevent our adversaries 
from changing the course of our future. 

An American-led 21st century is a 
peaceful and prosperous century. That 
is not what a century led by the Chi-
nese Communist Party would look like. 
It is no surprise the pariah states of 
Russia, Iran, and North Korea are 
growing closer to Beijing and to each 
other. A free world is actually some-
thing that threatens them. 

As the ranking member of the Armed 
Services Committee, it is my hope that 
we will decide not just to compete in 
this dangerous era but that we win. To 
that end, I have identified three prior-
ities: deterring conflicts, winning tech-
nological competitions, and investing 
in our military’s personnel. 

First, deterring conflicts. In Amer-
ican history, one foreign and defense 
policy has succeeded above all others: a 
national policy of preparedness. 

President Washington said: 
To be prepared for war is one of the most 

effective means of preserving peace. 

Theodore Roosevelt called it ‘‘wield-
ing a big stick.’’ President Reagan 
called it ‘‘peace through strength.’’ In-
deed, we ought to listen to those great 
captains of American purpose. We 
should rearm and strengthen the 
United States so no adversary dreams 
of acting against our interests. 

With that in mind, I want to start 
with Taiwan and Ukraine. Without a 
doubt, there is no greater challenge 
than deterring Xi Jingping from taking 
Taiwan. Failing to defend Taiwan 
would plunge the globe into an eco-
nomic depression and end our hopes for 
an American-led century. 

To ensure that never happens, Con-
gress should pursue four priorities with 
Taiwan this year. 

First, we should pressure the Biden 
administration to exercise the $1 bil-
lion of drawdown authority we pro-
vided them in the Taiwan Enhanced 
Resilience Act last year. 

Second, we should match Taipei’s 
growing investment in critical capa-
bilities. I am disappointed that the 
Biden administration has once again 
failed to request foreign military fi-

nancing money for Taiwan. Congress 
will have to act. 

Third, we should fix the foreign mili-
tary sales backlog and pursue real re-
forms to the process. Right now, it 
takes us too long to get crucial weap-
ons to our allies. For example, unless 
something changes, Taiwan will wait 
nearly a decade to get a recent order of 
Harpoons. 

Fourth, we should expand our work 
with allies and partners to help Taiwan 
defend itself with military and non-
military tools of power. 

Yet, when it comes to deterring con-
flicts in the Western Pacific, helping 
the Taiwanese defend themselves is 
only part of the puzzle. The U.S. mili-
tary itself must also be ready. 

First, Congress and the Department 
of Defense should act this year to ac-
celerate the most important short- 
term capabilities for our forces in a 
Western Pacific scenario. As in prior 
years, we will focus on a concise list of 
near-term joint capabilities, such as 
advanced naval mines, munitions, non-
kinetic cyber and electronic warfare 
techniques, space capabilities, and a 
range of battle management software 
technologies related to the Joint All- 
Domain Command and Control effort. 

Second, we should accelerate the in-
novative work in the Army and Marine 
Corps to reestablish their presence in 
the first island chain and expand our 
alliance partnership networks. Specifi-
cally, I look forward to continuing the 
committee’s focus on the Pacific De-
terrence Initiative. This initiative 
seeks to enhance our basing and logis-
tics infrastructure west of the inter-
national dateline. 

Third, we should focus on our muni-
tions industrial base this year. Con-
gress and the Department of Defense 
will expand the efforts in the Reed- 
Inhofe amendment, which has actually 
cut bureaucratic redtape and has 
pushed the Pentagon to sign multiyear 
contracts for 17 different munitions. 
We must promptly provide the indus-
trial base with resources to expand pro-
duction of key munitions, such as the 
Long Range Anti-Ship Missile and 
Standard Missile-6. 

Fourth, we must tackle structural 
supply chain and workforce issues that 
hamper our munitions production. 
These activities are key to expanding 
our magazine depth, and they will sig-
nificantly add to deterring China. 

Even as we seek deterrence in the 
Western Pacific, we note that deter-
rence did not work in Ukraine. Our 
goal now should be to maximize U.S. 
interests through Ukrainian victory 
and deter further Russian aggression, 
including against our NATO and our 
non-NATO allies. 

I will continue to focus on providing 
the Ukrainians with everything they 
need to achieve battlefield gains faster 
and hasten Ukraine’s victory. As Gen-
eral Kellogg testified to our committee 
2 weeks ago, Beijing is watching our 
actions in Ukraine. They are weighing 
whether to join the fray in this con-
flict. 
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